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Advent and Christmas
at Immanuel Presbyterian Church
Sunday, December 8
10:00 Morning Worship + + Advent 2 Holy Baptism
“The Journey of Promise”

11:00 25TH ALTERNATIVE CHRISTMAS MARKET

Sunday, December 15
10:00 a.m. Morning Worship + + + Advent 3
“The Journey of Prayer”
“O come, O come Emmanuel …Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come …”
Organ and choral variations of the “O Antiphons” by
Healey Willan (1880-1963), a prolific Anglo-Canadian organist and composer.
Since the Middle Ages, the “O Antiphons” have been the sung prayers
of the Church from December 17 through December 23.

4:00 P.M. LESSONS AND CAROLS IN THE SANCTUARY
Your favorite carols, readings by Immanuel members;
singing by Immanuel voices of all ages!
Tree lighting, children’s story, holiday hors d’oeuvres and dessert buffet

Sunday, December 22
10:00 a.m. Morning Worship + + + + Advent 4
“The Journey of Praise”
Special choral music: “Christmas Cantata” by Daniel Pinkham

Tuesday, December 24 Christmas Eve
8:00 p.m. Carols, candle lighting, Holy Communion
Dr. Block preaching

Wednesday, December 25 Christmas Day
10:00 a.m. Christmas Morning Worship; Holy Communion
Ring a bell to ring! Festive coffee hour around the Parlor tree
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THANKSGIVING THANKS!
The Parish Life Council welcomed nearly forty
Immanuel members and friends for a festive Thanksgiving
Day Dinner. The event began at 3:00 with hors d’oeuvres
in the Parlor, followed by table grace and a delicious
dinner in the Upper Room at 4:00. A special thank you to
our Thanksgiving Day chefs Greg Baer, John and Christine
McGee, and Brian Schwellinger and to Peter and Jeanne
Corrao who shopped for and prepped the turkeys . . . and
to all who cooked, planned, hosted, and served.

IT’S WINTER IN THE CHURCH SCHOOL
The Winter Quarter begins on Sunday, December 8.
Teachers for the winter quarter are: Sarah Dominguez
(Preschool-K5); Debbie Gillard (Grades 1-3); Julie Stange
Rortvedt (Grades 4-6); and Jon Richards and Deborah
Anderson (Grades 7-10). Please contact Dr. Block with any
questions about Immanuel’s church school and youth
programming. The Church School will take a break on
Sunday, December 29 and resume to celebrate Epiphany on
Sunday, January 5 .
Thank you to the teachers who offered their time, talents,
and energy to be part of our ministry to children and youth
this fall: Elise Pennington (Preschool-K5); Tamara Crum
and Amy Kuhl (Grades 1-3); Audra Brennan (Grades 4-6);
Deborah Anderson and Jon Richards.(Grades 7-10).

AMY PENINGTON ON CHRISTMAS TOUR
Amy Penington, Immanuel’s program administrator
and assistant to the ministers, will be on a short leave from
December 1 to 19. An accomplished musician, Ms.
Penington will be on tour playing the bodhrán (an Irish
drum) with the band Danú, one of the leading traditional
Irish ensembles. They will be traveling throughout the
United States for their annual Christmas Tour. For the tour
schedule and more details about Danú go to:
www.danu.net. Nollaig Shona, Amy!

NEWS FROM THE PEWS
Died

David A. Straz, November 18.
Mr. Straz, his wife Catherine, and their
daughter Keebler joined Immanuel
Church as affiliate members in 2015.
A memorial service was held at the First
Presbyterian Church in Tampa, Florida
on December 1.

Moved

Spencer Frank, to 5050 N. Lake Drive,
Whitefish Bay, 53217.

The SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM will be celebrated
on the Second Sunday of Advent, December 8 and
Baptism of the Lord, January 12. Please speak with one
of the ministers if you desire to profess your faith or
present a child for baptism.

THE SEARCH IS ON!
The Associate Pastor Nominating Committee
(APNC) Is at Work

The members of the search committee elected by the
congregation are Debbie Anderson, Audra Brennan,
Nancy Debbink (secretary), Sara Hein (co-chair), David
Johnstone (co-chair), David Plank, and Scott Silet
(technology and documents). Their initial meetings focus
on the completion of an extensive “Mission Information
Form” which is entered into the leadership network of
the Presbyterian Church (USA). Congregations seeking
pastors and pastors seeking calls have access to this data,
and possible “matches” are sent to search committees.
Our committee will also make use of other networking
and advertising channels. This process of discerning a
mutual call takes time. Applicants are identified and
interviewed; serious candidates are visited in their
current context of ministry. When the committee is
prepared to extend a call, the candidate will be brought
here to be presented to the congregation and a vote taken.
We are seeking a person who will continue the quality
of work and relationship we have had the privilege to
enjoy over many years. This position has a focus on
creative
intergenerational
and
multi-generational
education; this person will also be skilled in worship
leadership and pastoral care, and be supportive of the
mission we engage.
Please keep these members and this important work in
your prayers.

CHRIST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
TOY STORE
Donations accepted through December 8
Supporting the annual Christmas Toy Store at Christ
Presbyterian Church, 20th and Walnut Streets, is a
holiday tradition for Immanuel Church. Scheduled this
year on Saturday, December 14, the store gives children
in the neighborhood an opportunity to select a toy or
game, a new book, and a warm hat, and pair of gloves or
mittens for a donation of $2.00.
Immanuel is collecting items for the store through
Sunday, December 8 in both the Peaceable Kingdom and
the Astor Street Coatroom. Donations of games and
puzzles, coloring books and crayons, markers and
school supplies, books, toys, hats, scarves, gloves, and
mittens are needed.
Several hundred children
participate each year. Please join us in supporting this
important holiday tradition and helping our neighbors
at Christ Presbyterian Church with this wonderful
ministry to neighborhood children and their families!

INVITE A FRIEND
to join you at Immanuel
this Advent and Christmas!
Who will you invite?
Postcard invitations are on the Great Hall tables.
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Alternative Christmas Market
Sunday, December 8 + 11:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m.
Shopping lists; last minute shopping dates
On Sunday, December 8, Immanuel’s Mission Committee will host our
twenty-fifth annual Alternative Christmas Market from 11:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m.
in the Upper Room. Since 1995, this annual event has been a treasured tradition,
offering members and friends an opportunity to “share the good news of Jesus’
birth with a hungry and hurting world.”
Americans will spend over $600 billion for Christmas this year, much of it on
items that no one really needs. Instead, the Alternative Christmas Market offers
gifts that spread the true spirit of Christmas – tangible items like warm socks or a blanket, medications and educational
materials – that provide for the very real needs of God’s children both here in Milwaukee and around the world. There is
something on our list for everyone on yours, and both giver and receiver will know the joy that comes from sharing with
others.
Since its initiation in 1995 by the late Steve Swigart, over half a million dollars has been raised, all of which has been
given to participating agencies and organizations! We hope you’ll help us continue this wonderful Immanuel tradition!
If you aren’t able to be here on December 8, or if you find that you need to do some additional shopping, members of
the committee will be on hand in the Parlor on Sundays, December 15 and 22.
Shopping lists are available from the church office, as well as on the Immanuel website: www.immanuelwi.org.
Special cards are available to let the recipient know about their gift and the agency it supports.

A Celebration of Christmas
Sunday, December 15, 2019 at 4:00 p.m.
Lessons and Carols in the Sanctuary
Tree lighting and children’s story in the Parlor
Holiday hors d’oeuvres and dessert buffet in the Upper Room
Plan to join your Immanuel Presbyterian Church family on Sunday evening, December 15, for a wonderful Christmas
celebration. An annual Immanuel tradition, the celebration begins at 4:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary with lessons and carols
followed by the lighting of the Parlor Tree and a Christmas story for children of all ages. From there the party moves to
the Upper Room for a buffet of hors d’oeuvres and dessert.
All are invited to participate in this festive holiday tradition. Bring your holiday singing voice and the specialty of
your kitchen . . . and family, friends, and neighbors. This is a wonderful opportunity to share the gift of Immanuel
Church with those you love.

FROM PEW TO PULPIT:
The Rev. Dr. John Helt to preach on Sunday, December 29
On Sunday mornings the Rev. Dr. John Helt is sometimes preaching, sometimes singing in the Lutheran A Cappella
Choir -- and sometimes in one of our pews with his spouse, Cindy Helt, who joined Immanuel Church last year. He is an
ordained minister in the United Church of Christ with proud Presbyterian moments in his past: a year of study in
Edinburgh and singing in the St. Giles Cathedral choir there, and serving as interim pastor for Westminster Presbyterian
Church in Madison.
John retired from St. Paul’s UCC in Colgate, Wisconsin in 2014 and currently serves on the boards of the Wisconsin
Council of Churches and Wisconsin Interfaith Power and Light. Please welcome the Rev. Dr. John Helt on December 29!
This is the second of our “From Pew to Pulpit” Sundays. In October our preacher was the Rev. Dr. Susan LeFeber from
Dubuque Theological Seminary, spouse of member and deacon Bill LeFeber. In January the Rev. Rick Brewer, a retired
United Methodist pastor who lives in the neighborhood and worships with us weekly, will move from his pew to our
pulpit.
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“Circle of Caring” Gathering
Sunday, December 22

in the Church Conference Room from 11:20 until noon
led by Susan Stoll, Associate Pastor for Spiritual Care
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort,
who comforts us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction,
with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God. II Corinthians 1:3-4 (NRSV)
Are you navigating an experience of grief and loss? Are you seeking God’s comfort and peace? This season can be a
difficult time for those who have experienced a significant loss in their lives. In addition to the death of a loved one,
people also experience grief around the loss of a job or retirement, a significant change in health, the end of a marriage or
important relationship, or even “downsizing” to a new home. If you would be encouraged by the mutual support of
others, please join a “Circle of Caring” conversation - facilitated by Ms. Stoll on Sunday morning, December 22 from 11:20
until noon in the Church Conference Room. You’ll find a safe space for sharing, listening, reflecting, praying, and being
present to each other. Contact Ms. Stoll (414-276-4757, susanstoll@immanuelwi.org) for more information.

DEACONS LEARN FROM BOOK ABOUT DEMENTIA
At the November meeting of the Board of Deacons, Susan Stoll, Associate Pastor for Spiritual Care, offered an
“Equipping the Saints” educational session on supporting members and friends with dementia and their caregivers. The
timely conversation was informed by Ministry with the Forgotten: Dementia through a Spiritual Lens by Dr. Kenneth L.
Carder. Dr. Carder draws upon his experience as a retired professor of Christian ministry at Duke Divinity School and a
spouse to a partner with Alzheimer’s disease.
The conversation affirmed the many gifts of caring that the deacons offer, including reaching out and offering prayer
as well as emphasizing the gift of just “being with” those who suffer with dementia and those who are their care givers.
The journey with dementia is a weighty spiritual journey that can include experiences of profound joy, deepened and
expanded love, and heightened attentiveness to the presence of God. Isolation and the feeling of helplessness are also not
uncommon. Ms. Stoll encouraged that, “nurturing a sense of belonging is both challenging and important.” The primary
needs of loved ones with dementia are often safety and comfort while helping to preserve dignity (being present with
them, calling them by name, valuing their uniqueness, receiving their gifts, and assuring them that they are loved by
God). Caregivers are also in special need of prayer and support. Emotional, spiritual strain can feel overwhelming, and
they may experience the dark night of the soul (feelings of guilt, loss of self-esteem, diminished sense of purpose, worry
and uncertainty about the future, and grief). Not only deacons, but all of us, are called to be a comforting presence of
God’s love for one another.

LIVING WATERS FOR THE WORLD
Third Installation Completed in Cuba
“Let anyone who is thirsty come to me.” John 7:37
For the past five years, Immanuel Presbyterian Church has partnered with organizations in Cuba through Living
Waters for the World, a ministry of the Presbyterian Church (USA). From November 13-19, six members of Immanuel’s
Living Waters for the World team (Rob Ater, Dave Klehm, Jay Lewein, Allyson Nemec, Sue Rennane, and Jim Schleif)
traveled to Cuba to help install Immanuel’s third water purification system there at the Baptist Church of Arrechavalata
in Matanzas.
In addition to helping to install the system, the Immanuel team also trained leaders in the congregation and
community about health and hygiene and the importance of clean water, so that these leaders will, in turn, teach and train
others. Follow-up visits and continuing email communication with Immanuel’s team will help to support the
Arrechavalata congregation’s water ministry in the coming years. In early 2020, the installation team will report on their
trip to the congregation.
“The water softens the heart,” our Cuban host and coordinator told Immanuel’s water team over dinner on the last
night of their trip, “through these water systems, people know that they are welcomed, cared for, and loved.” This is the
promise of living water!
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Catch the Vision!
Stewardship for 2020
THANK YOU
to all members and friends who have pledged financial support for 2020!
Our pledge goal is $1,016,716.
Here is the report from the financial administrator’s desk as of December 4:
164 pledges have been submitted (total 267 last year) for a current total of $685,440.66
Of these pledges, there are 117 increases from 2019,
12 new pledges,
26 continuing at the 2019 level,
9 decreases.
If you have not already done so, please consider making your pledge soon so that the elders and trustees may proceed
to set an accurate budget for next year. The 2020 budget will be set in mid-January. If you did not receive a packet in the
mail with budget information and a pledge form, please contact Sarah Campbell in the church office, 414-276-4757 or
finance@immanuelwi.org. Pledge forms are also on the Great Hall tables, as well. If you have questions or would
confidentially like to talk about your pledge, please contact one of the ministers or a member of the Stewardship
Committee:
Audra Brennan, chair;
Steve Carlton, Janet Christiaansen, Spencer Frank, Kristi Leswing,
Jim Schleif, Virginia Schwartz, Brian Schwellinger, Carol Tsao, John Turner

ADVENT IN “THE PEACEABLE KINGDOM”
Ready or not, Advent began on December 1, and with the smells of Thursday’s turkey dinner still lingering in the
Upper Room, the lower level welcomed this special season with one of our favorites traditions, the Advent Workshop.
Kids and grown-ups created table wreaths with fresh pine boughs and purple star ribbon. Others personalized back
packs for their journey to Bethlehem, created figures of Mary, Joseph, the infant and the magi, prepared messages for the
Sundays of Advent, and decorated door ornaments to remind us to make room in our inns … Participants also brought
generous gifts to place under the tree for the Christ Church Christmas Store.
Thanks to those whose good work made the workshop happen: Deborah Block, Jeanne and Peter Corrao, Debbie Gillard,
Laurie Michalak, Elise Pennington, Jon Richards.

CATHEDRAL CENTER SHELTER
for Women and Families
January 24, 25, 26
Milwaukee’s Cathedral Center Shelter, located at Kilbourn and Van Buren Streets, provides emergency shelter and
case management services for women and families who are homeless or experiencing a housing crisis. The shelter is open
365 days a year, serving up to 32 single women and eight families per night. Volunteers from churches and other
organizations throughout the area provide hospitality and a simple meal for shelter guests each evening.
For many years, volunteers from Immanuel Church have enjoyed being part of this important ministry in our
community. Our next opportunity to volunteer is scheduled for the weekend (Friday, Saturday, Sunday) of January 2426. Volunteers spend about two hours (from 6:00 until 8:00 p.m.) greeting guests, providing a light evening meal, making
lunches for the following day, and simply offering a friendly presence. Both men and women are encouraged to volunteer,
and children may volunteer with a parent or other adult. In addition to making a difference in the community, this
volunteer opportunity is a great way to get to know other Immanuel members and friends. Sign-up in the Parlor on Sunday
mornings during coffee hour. Please contact Mr. Ater in the church office (414-276-4757, robertater@immanuelwi.org) with
any questions.

CONTRIBUTORS TO THIS ISSUE
Deborah Block, Susan Rennane, Susan Stoll
Editor: Robert Ater, robertater@immanuelwi.org
Layout & Publication: Amy Penington, ipc@immanuelwi.org

Issue published: December 5, 2019

The deadline for the January-February issue of the Tower Chimes is January 13. Please send newsletter contributions to the office.
(414) 276-4757
ipc@immanuelwi.org
www.immanuelwi.org
@ImmanPresMKE

2019 CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING
Immanuel Church, and Presbyterians around the country, have long celebrated the
Advent and Christmas season by giving generously to the Christmas Joy Offering.
Gifts to the Christmas Joy Offering are distributed to two important ministries of
the Presbyterian Church (USA). Half of the offering provides scholarships to
deserving students and assistance with basic operating costs for the racial and ethnic
schools and colleges affiliated with our denomination. The other half goes to the
Board of Pensions, to support current and retired church workers through difficult
times with Shared and Emergency Assistance Grants.
Please read the letter from Susan Rennane, Mission Committee Chair, inside this
mailing of Tower Chimes. A special offering envelope is also included for your gift,
and additional envelopes will be available in the pew racks later in the month. The
Christmas Joy Offering will be received on Sundays, December 15 and 22, Christmas
Eve, and Christmas morning. It will be dedicated during worship on Epiphany
Sunday, January 5. Gifts may also be sent directly to the church office or, for those who prefer, may be made by texting
JOY to 56512 or online (presbyterianmission.org/give/christmasjoy).
At the time of year when we celebrate God’s gift to us in Christ, contributions to the Christmas Joy Offering help to
express this congregation’s faithful witness to sharing the love of Christ for all people.

