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TOWER CHIMES
October 2021

THE REV. TERESA LARSON
TO BE INSTALLED
October 31, 2021 + 10:00 a.m.
“In installation the church sets in place with prayer
those who have been previously ordained …
and are now called anew to service in that ministry.”
High on the list of our COVID-19 postponements is the installation of the
Rev. Teresa Larson as an associate pastor for Immanuel Church. Ms.
Larson began her ministry here last September, and was ordained by the
Presbytery of Lake Michigan on October 4, 2020 in an outdoor service at
Camp Greenwood, northeast of Grand Rapids. The next step of the
process, her installation here, was delayed … and delayed … in the hope of
having an in-person service that could include the ritual of the laying on of
hands.
Representatives of the Presbytery of Milwaukee will install Teresa Larson
during the worship service on Sunday morning, October 31. The Rev.
Nicole Farley, moderator of the presbytery, will be the guest preacher. She
was the consultant for the congregational assessment process undertaken
in 2018 and knows us well! We are honored to have her in the pulpit for
this important moment in the life of Immanuel Church. And – we are
grateful to be able to officially celebrate this pastoral relationship and the
gifts Teresa Larson brings to our life and ministry.
+++
October 31 is Reformation Sunday across Protestant churches. One of the
significant reformations in our tradition has been the ordination of women to serve
as deacons, ruling elders, and ministers of the Word and Sacrament. On October
24, the Presbyterian Church (USA) marks the 65th ordination anniversary of the
Rev. Dr. Margaret E. Towner, the first woman to be ordained to that office.

October 2021

Page 2

COVID-19 UPDATE
Going forward faithfully
We move into the fall, and into another season of living with the COVID-19 pandemic. One year ago we were elated to
launch the live streaming of our worship services; in October 2021 we continue to adapt and mitigate.
The annual church leadership event for elders, deacons, and trustees focused on the ongoing challenges to church life.
The usual dinner gathering in the Upper Room was adapted to a Zoom room format. The guest presenter was the Rev.
Kerri Parker, executive director of the Wisconsin Council of Churches. She called this current season of church life
“Covidtide” and reviewed the criteria for “unsafe-safer-safest” church practices in the current environment. Emphasizing
a guiding theology of “love your neighbor,” she thanked Immanuel Church for “bold, faithful leadership” in modeling a
steadfast witness to preserving the life of our neighbors and contributing to community health. In small group
discussions church officers voiced support of current mitigations, disappointment over the necessity to continue them,
and determination to continue worship and education in safe and responsible ways.
A congregational forum was held on Wednesday evening, September 15, with a special breakout session for parents.
Members were informed about the ongoing work of the COVID-19 Advisory Team, including its weekly assessment of
local health metrics and steps toward a healthier environment in our buildings (immediately, air filters and portable air
purifiers). Parents were sent a survey in late September inviting information on current protocols in their child(ren)’s
schools and concerns/suggestions for going forward with church school. Classes were held outdoors during September,
and the teachers and children were graced with some beautiful early fall Sunday mornings!
With an eye on a healthier future, members of the Immanuel choir are singing together on the second and fourth
Mondays of the month. Vaccinated, using special “singers’ masks” and spread across the Sanctuary, they want to be
prepared for eventually being able to make a joyful noise in Sunday worship.
Current worship mitigations continue (pre-registration, masks, distanced seating). World Communion Sunday will be
the first in person Service of Holy Communion since the beginning of Lent in 2020. Serving one another in familiar ways
will have to wait, but bread and wine will be taken together and we will know holy communion. Baptismal practices are
also being adapted so that we can again welcome infants and children by water and the Spirit. We hope to be able to offer
the Sacrament of Baptism by the end of the year.

GROWING IN FAITH
Opportunities to Learn and Virtually Connect
“LIVING OUR FAITH QUESTIONS”
First Sunday of each month from 6:00-7:00, beginning October 3
Email Ms. Penington (ipc@immanuelwi.org) for the link.
How do we know and trust God? What does it mean to be a disciple of Jesus Christ and show his love? How can we
devote ourselves to fellowship, prayer, and service? Join Ms. Larson on the first Sunday evening of each month from 6:00 to
7:00 to explore these questions (and more) in a new adult education offering, Living Our Faith Questions. We will explore
and reflect together on questions related to Reformed theology, the Bible, and what it means to be a member of Christ's
Church. This monthly offering will draw from the same materials being used for the current confirmation class. All are
welcome! Please contact Ms. Larson (teresalarson@immanuelwi.org, 414-276-4757) with questions.

"FOLLOW ME"
Wednesday evenings from 7:00-8:00, beginning October 6
Email Ms. Penington (ipc@immanuelwi.org) for the link.
Following Jesus is a lifelong journey of practicing our faith and putting our beliefs and God’s love into action. Join us on
Wednesday evenings throughout the fall for an exploration of two faith practices: following Jesus and confession. The
curriculum we will use, Follow Me: Biblical Practices for Faithful Living, is also being used by our children and youth in
Church School. Come learn and reflect together on Jesus’ call, “follow me!” All are welcome, no registration or preparation
required. Please contact Ms. Larson (teresalarson@immanuelwi.org, 414-276-4757) with questions.

“MONDAY MUSICALE” is BACK !!!
Every other Monday (October 4 & 16) at 6:00 p.m.
Email Ms. Penington (ipc@immanuelwi.org) for the link.
If it’s Monday, it’s music at Immanuel! Our choir director, John Komasa, invites all music-lovers to an every–other
weekly hour of listening and conversation. There will be time to engage the music and one another. All are welcome!
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OCTOBER CHURCH SCHOOL CALENDAR
Church School will continue to be held in-person for the month of October! After returning to “outdoor classrooms” in
September and under the continuing advice of the COVID-19 Advisory Team, all Church School classes will continue to
be held outdoors. Masks for children, youth, and teachers are required at all times, and teachers have shown proof of full
vaccination.
Church School participants will be released to their classes following the Prayer of Thanksgiving during worship.
Children in K4-3rd grade and 4th-6th grade will gather on the front lawn of the church, and youth (7 th-12th grade) will
gather on the porch of the Parish House. Join us!
October 3—World Communion Sunday: No Church School. Children and youth will remain in worship to
participate in communion.
October 10, 17, and 24: Church School classes gather outdoors.
October 31—Service of Installation for Rev. Teresa Larson: No Church School. Children and youth will remain
in worship for this special worship service.
In the event of inclement weather, Church School classes will be cancelled. Families who have registered for worship
will be notified of the cancellation (via email, phone, or text) by 9:00 a.m. on Sunday mornings.
Details about the November Church School gatherings will be shared soon. Be sure to watch for the weekly
“Wednesday Grace” e-blast from Ms. Larson to get the latest updates and information.

2021-2022 CONFIRMATION CLASS BEGINS!
Seven confirmands were commissioned for their year of study, worship, and service on September 26, 2021. Please
hold our confirmands in prayer as they journey together!
Allison Brennan, Amanda Delcore, Charlotte Novak, Katya Ravie, Abigail Tsao Debbink, George Walker, and Lorelei Wesselowski.
Confirmands will gather monthly with Ms. Larson. The next gathering is Sunday, October 10 from 5:00-7:00 p.m. on
the porch of the Parish House.

2021 YOUTH MISSION WEEK PRESENTATION & VIDEOS
Sunday, October 10 during worship
In June, nineteen Immanuel youth and ten adults participated in a week of service and learning around the city of
Milwaukee, using the lens of koinonia (Greek word meaning “community”) to frame and interpret their experiences
throughout the week. Five participants from this week will share about their experiences during worship on Sunday,
October 10. Additionally, watch for short, individual video reflections in the weeks ahead! Link here for the Youth Mission
Week Photo Album on Facebook: https://bit.ly/3AOJoBz
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WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY
Sunday, October 3
On Sunday, October 3, Immanuel Church will, once again, join congregations around the world in celebrating World
Communion Sunday. This annual celebration which takes place on the first Sunday of October, acknowledges and
affirms our unity with Christian brothers and sisters throughout the world.
Our guest preacher for World Communion Sunday will be the Rev. Rosemary Mitchell, the Senior Director of Mission
Engagement and Support for the Presbyterian Church (USA). “The breadth and depth of Presbyterian Mission is
amazing!,” Mitchell says, “I am so grateful for the church leaders I have the privilege of meeting with to see and hear
about their important and creative mission. My work is to strengthen their ministries and see how we can work together
to move forward. We are deepening engagement and taking seriously the call to love our neighbor as ourselves.”
Immanuel’s ministers and Session are grateful that Ms. Mitchell accepted the invitation to join us as we mark our
commitment to serve God’s people, not only in our community, but around the world. Her visit will also include the
chance to visit with her son, Immanuel member Matthew Mitchell and his spouse, Corrine, and their family!

MILWAUKEE HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
Presbyterian Coalition Home Volunteer Opportunities
This year’s Presbyterian Coalition home is well underway in Milwaukee’s Midtown neighborhood at 2125 N. 26 th
Street. Would you like to help?
Saturday, October 2 + 8:00 – 2:00 + Drywall
Saturday, October 9 + 8:00 – 2:00 + Drywall
Saturday, November 6 + 8:00 – 2:00 + Painting
Saturday, November 13 + 8:00 – 2:00 + Flooring
Persons with all levels of experience (over age 16) are welcome! Register ASAP at: http://vhub.at/presbycoalition. If
you have questions about volunteering, contact Scott Silet (sasilet@gmail.com) or Rob Ater (robertater@immanuelwi.org).
Updated Habitat Construction Safety COVID-19 protocols: https://bit.ly/3EyXDNd
The Habitat Presbyterian Coalition:
Crossroads Presbyterian Church, Immanuel Presbyterian Church,
Wauwatosa Presbyterian Church, West Granville Presbyterian Church, Presbytery of Milwaukee

INTERCHANGE FOOD PANTRY
Seeking Part-time Host/Driver
The Interchange Food Pantry located at Village Lutheran Church, 130 E. Juneau Avenue, seeks a part-time (12-15 hours
per week) staff member to assist the pantry director and volunteers in serving the community. Primary responsibilities
include driving a large cargo van to pick up, unload, and deliver food purchases and donations. Stocking, cleaning and
supervising the pantry operations on occasion will also be needed.
Full job description and application information at: https://www.jobsthathelp.com/job/interchange-food-pantrymilwaukee-wi-pantry-assistant-driver-aug/.
Immanuel is a founding member congregation of Interchange, Inc. Mr. Ater, Allyson Nemec, and Scott Silet currently
serve on the Interchange board.

EASTSIDE SENIOR SERVICES
Volunteers Needed for Transportation and other Support
Fall Yard Clean-up Available for Seniors
Volunteers are needed to help older adults in Immanuel’s neighborhood with things like rides to the doctor, grocery
shopping, light household chores or just some simple companionship. Volunteer hours are flexible, participants decide on
frequency and commitment level.
Eastside is partnering with students from UW-Milwaukee to plan a fall yard clean-up day on Saturday, November 6 for
older adults who might need help with raking, cleaning up gardens, and winterizing.
Call 414-210-5881 or email essmilw@gmail.com for more information or to learn more about the fall clean-up day or
volunteering. Eastside Senior Services is a longtime Immanuel mission partner; Immanuel member Connie Goggin serves
on the Eastside board. To learn more: https://essmilw.org/
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our god, our help in ages past

OUR HOPE

The Budget Formation Task Force (elders and
trustees) will receive budget requests,
project fixed costs, and craft a budget for the
consideration of the Session and the
Board of Trustees at their October meetings.

FOR YEARS TO COME
Stewardship Sunday is November 14.
We will dedicate our pledges for 2022 on Thanksgiving Sunday, November 21.
The Stewardship Committee: Spencer Frank and Kate Lewis, co-chairs;
Steve Carlton, Janet Christiaansen, Kristi Leswing, Jim Peterson, Jim Schleif

VIRTUAL FALL BIRTHDAY BRUNCH
hosted by the Parish Life Council
Sunday, October 10 from 11:30 – noon
Do you have a fall birthday in September, October, or November? Join members of the Parish Life Council for a virtual
Birthday Brunch to celebrate Immanuel members and friends on October 10 from 11:30-noon via Zoom to connect and
celebrate. If you did not receive an email invitation or have not yet replied; please contact the church office
(ipc@immanuelwi.org) by October 8 to receive the Zoom link and to make sure we have your birthdate in our records.

FALL CLEANUP DAY
Saturday, October 16 + 9:00 a.m. until noon
All are invited to help with the Landscaping Committee’s fall cleanup day on Saturday, October 16 from 9:00 a.m. until noon.
Indicate your interest by following this link: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0E4BACA72BA1F85-fall1 or contact
Trustee Dave Ravie for more information (idravie@sbcglobal.net). If you have gardening tools, gloves, etc. please bring them
along. All volunteers must wear masks. Come for a few hours or plan to stay all morning!

“SPOTLIGHT ON MISSION”
“ALTERNATIVE” ALTERNATIVE CHRISTMAS MARKET
On “Giving Tuesday,” November 30, at 7:00 p.m.
Mark your calendar for this year’s Alternative Christmas Market, going virtual once again this year.
Ten local organizations and Presbyterian Disaster Assistance have been invited to participate in an all
virtual event! Participants will be able to order gifts online or through the mail. Gift cards will be mailed out to you in time
for Christmas. An “alternative” virtual market will be hosted on Zoom on Giving Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. with each of the ten
local organizations participating! Watch for more information soon!

CONTRIBUTORS TO THIS ISSUE
Deborah Block, Teresa Larson, David Ravie, Kate Lewis, Spencer Frank
Editor: Robert Ater, robertater@immanuelwi.org
The deadline for the November issue of the Tower Chimes is October 27.
Please send newsletter contributions to Mr. Ater.
(414) 276-4757
ipc@immanuelwi.org
www.immanuelwi.org
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COMMON GROUND VIRTUAL ASSEMBLY
Sunday, October 17, 2021
3:00 – 4:30 p.m.
Join on Zoom: https://tinyurl.com/All-CG-Assembly-Zoom
Commit to attend: https://tinyurl.com/All-CG-Assembly-RSVP
Join Common Ground as we ratify a new agenda and begin to tackle some of the issues identified
in our summer listening campaign
(thank you to the 50+ Immanuel members and friends who participated).
A multiracial, broad based community organizing group, Common Ground is made up of over 50 congregations, nonprofit
organizations, small businesses, and schools in Southeastern Wisconsin, organized to address some of Greater Milwaukee’s
important social needs in an effective, non-partisan way. Immanuel was a founding member of Common Ground.
Learn more at: www.commongroundwi.org.
Questions? Speak with a member of Immanuel’s Common Ground Core Team:
Margaret Crowley, Martha Mainland, Sharon Rose, or Rob Ater.

A MONTH OF SUNDAYS
OCTOBER 2021
October 3
10:00
10:30
6:00
October 10
10:00
10:30
11:30
12:30
5:00
October 17

WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY
TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Morning Worship; The Rev. Rosemary Mitchell,
Senior Director of Mission Engagement, PC(USA) preaching
No Church School –children remain for Communion
“Living Our Faith Questions” with Ms. Larson - online
TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Morning Worship; Dr. Block preaching
“Minute for Mission” report from Youth Mission Week
Church School – outside on the Immanuel grounds
Fall Birthday Brunch hosted by the Parish Life Council - online
Church School Committee meeting
Confirmation Class – online

10:00
10:30

TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
FOOD PANTRY SUNDAY
Morning Worship; Mr. Ater preaching
Church School – outside on the Immanuel grounds

October 24
10:00
10:30

THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Morning Worship; Dr. Block preaching
Church School – outside on the Immanuel grounds

October 31
10:00

THIRTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Morning Worship;
Installation of the Rev. Teresa A. Larson,
The Rev. Nicole Farley, presbytery moderator, preaching
No Church School – children remain for installation

10:30

