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O come, all ye faithful …
TO CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SERVICES!
The 2021 December calendar brings a full weekend of Christmas worship
services, and we are grateful to be able to gather both in person and online
this year to celebrate the holy birth. An additional service has been added
this year on Christmas Eve to accommodate the larger number of
worshipers we welcome on that night. Covid-19 protocols* remain in place
for in-person worship and all services will be live streamed and recorded:
CHRISTMAS EVE Friday, December 24 at 5:00 and 8:00
Scripture, carols, candle lighting; vocal music by Kathryn Henry
Dr. Block preaching, “The Face of Jesus Christ”
These will be identical services; however, following the 8:00 service,
members of the Immanuel Chancel Choir will offer an outdoor choral
postlude at the southeast entrance.
CHRISTMAS MORNING Saturday, December 25 at 10:00
Scripture, carols, readings, and the Sacrament of Holy Communion;
Vocal music by Kathryn Henry
Bring a bell to ring!
CHRISTMAS SUNDAY Sunday, December 26 at 10:00
Christmas continues! Vocal music by Kathryn Henry;
Ms. Larson preaching. Church school will resume on January 2.
The coffee hours that have been a special part of our Christmas celebrations are on hold this
year. We hope to polish the silver, slice the stolen, and enjoy conversation around the
Parlor tree in 2022.

*Advance registration is required for all services; maximum capacity for
social distancing in the Sanctuary may fluctuate as community health
metrics change. Masks are required. All staff and member volunteers have
full vaccination status.
Ushers will make every effort to seat worshipers in family units.
Please arrive early for check-in and seating.
REGISTRATION LINKS
Christmas Eve at 5:00 pm: https://bit.ly/33nLFbf
Christmas Eve at 8:00 pm: https://bit.ly/3rSjE5J
Christmas Day at 10:00 am: https://bit.ly/3lT4z01
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COVID-19 PROTOCOLS: WHAT’S NEW?* WHAT’S NEXT?
Going forward faithfully and responsibly:
*Sunday morning In-person worship capacity increased to 153
Our primary value continues to be the health and well-being of our members and the wider community. Above personal
comfort levels and preferences is the ethic of loving our neighbor. The Session and its COVID-19 Advisory Team continue to
monitor area health metrics weekly in taking steps to resume practices and programs that have been paused or modified by
the pandemic.

What metrics do we follow?

We are guided by Milwaukee County metrics for vaccine percentage rates, new cases per 100 thousand, and positive tests.
As of December 9, only one of these three metric criteria (vaccine rates) are being met. Although they were trending
downward in October, the new case numbers (44% as of December 9 for the county) have been up for the last month, four
to eight times greater than the “safer” criteria in our Immanuel guidelines (5-10%). The current statewide number of cases
per 100 thousand (61%) ranks Wisconsin thirteenth among states in daily new cases per 100 thousand.

What progress is being made in our returning to full church life?
*In response to growing in-person worship attendance numbers, the COVID-19 Advisory Team and Session have raised
the capacity limit for in-person worship to 153 by adding seating in the Narthex and a pew in the Southeast corner of the
Sanctuary (next to the lectern). In-person Christian education programs for children and youth have returned to the lower
level “Peaceable Kingdom.” The HVAC system there meets current codes, providing a safer environment with new air filters,
classroom occupancy limits, and masks. All teachers and youth advisors are fully vaccinated. We’ve resumed celebrating
Holy Communion and hope to celebrate the Sacrament of Baptism in the New Year as health conditions allow.

How can I help?
 Register for worship early each week; update your registration when plans change; utilize the wait list as
needed.
 Plan to arrive for worship by 9:45 so that at 9:50 seats may be offered to worshipers who are waiting.
 Live the ethic of loving our neighbors by participating in our worship mitigations each week.
 If you test positive for COVID-19 within two weeks after attending in-person worship, contact the church office


immediately so that contact tracing can be done and pastoral care may be offered. This really happens!
Immanuel's COVID-19 Advisory Team encourages Immanuel members to get vaccinated, and get the booster. All
individuals ages 5 and older are now eligible. Follow this link for current information regarding vaccines sites
(https://www.healthymke.com/cov-vac-locations-english) or contact your healthcare provider.

Questions?
As we continue to consider steps forward together, your questions and feedback are welcomed. Please forward
communications to the church office (ipc@immanuelwi.org, 414-276-4757) to be shared with the Session and/or its COVID-19
Advisory Team. The Immanuel website (https://www.immanuelwi.org/) includes a list of links to COVID Protocol
resources including the latest guidelines published by the Wisconsin Council of Churches: “With One Body and One Spirit:
Returning to Church 3.0” https://www.wichurches.org/2021/09/21/returning-to-church-3-0/ .
The COVID-19 Advisory Team
Dr. Kathleen Burchby (pediatric medicine), Trustee Randy Trumbull-Holper (Director of Facilities, UW-M Peck School of the Arts), Elder Mike
Gillard (pharmacy manager, Ascension SE), Dr. Jeff Stearns (family medicine), Elder Allyson Nemec (LEED architect and urban planner),
Trustee Jilaine Bauer (attorney; Chair of IPC Insurance Committee), the ministers.

DECEMBER CHURCH SCHOOL CALENDAR
Church School classes have resumed gathering in the Peaceable Kingdom! New air filters were installed last month to
ensure the cleanest possible air for participants, masks are required to be worn at all times, and teachers have provided
proof of full vaccination. Church School classes have also been shorted so children and youth are released at the conclusion
of worship.
Children in the Red Room (ages 3-5) and Purple Room (1st-3rd Grade) turn this month to learning about Luke’s account of
the birth of Jesus. Green Room (4th-6th Grade) and Gold Room (7th-12th Grade) will continue their exploration of the faith
practices of confession and hope. Please join us, all are welcome!
Church School will not meet on Sunday, December 26. Classes will resume on Sunday, January 2 with an Epiphany Party
in the Peaceable Kingdom. Be sure to watch for the weekly “Wednesday Grace” e-blast from Ms. Larson to get the latest
updates and information.
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ADVENT BIBLE STUDY
“PRELUDE TO LUKE: EARLY NOTES OF THE GOSPEL”
Wednesday evenings December 15 and 22 + 7:00 - 8:00 p.m.

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89021704475

A new church year begins with Advent, and the lectionary cycles to the Gospel According to Luke. Luke began his
Gospel with a lengthy and interesting birth narrative that serves as an overture to the meaning of Jesus’ life and ministry.
These notes are sounded in a series of canticles. We will open our year with Luke by exploring these first chapters and
going behind the scenes of the familiar Christmas story. The study will be guided by Deborah Block and Teresa Larson.
Please bring a Bible.

ADVENT VESPERS
Continue December 12 and 19 + 7:00 - 7:30 p.m.
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81757105756
All are invited to gather virtually for a time of reflection, prayer, and singing familiar Advent hymns lead by Dick and
Susi Stoll. If you practice the tradition of the Advent wreath in your home you may join others in lighting the candles at this
time. The order of service for each Sunday evening was included in the Advent booklet, and the Zoom link is available in
the bulletin each week. Please contact Ms. Larson (teresalarson@immanuelwi.org) with questions.

CHRISTMAS STORY & AT-HOME TREE LIGHTING
Sunday, December 19 + 6:30 - 6:50 p.m.
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81757105756
While we miss gathering around the tree in the Parlor during our annual Christmas program, we're bringing back the athome tree lighting that so many enjoyed last year! "Click in" at 6:30 on Sunday, December 19 to hear a Christmas story and
then light our trees together as we countdown to seeing our Zoom screens fill with lights. Absolutely all are welcomed to
this intergenerational event whether you have a tree to light or not! This special time together will be immediately followed
by Advent Vespers at 7:00 p.m. Please contact Ms. Larson (teresalarson@immanuel.org) with questions.

“CIRCLE OF CARING” GATHERING
Sunday, December 19 + 7:30 – 8:15
with Susan Stoll, Associate Pastor for Spiritual Care
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81757105756
Are you navigating an experience of grief and loss? Are you seeking God’s comfort and peace? Even in the best of
times, this season can be a difficult time for those who have experienced a significant loss in their lives. In addition to the
death of a loved one, people also experience grief around the loss of a job or retirement, a significant change in health, the
end of a marriage or important relationship, or even “downsizing” to a new home. And during this continuing pandemic,
people are experiencing grief and loss in new ways!
If you would be encouraged by the mutual support of others, please join a “Circle of Caring” conversation on Sunday,
December 19 at 7:30 p.m. (following Advent Vespers). You’ll find a safe space for sharing, listening, reflecting, praying, and
being present to each other. Contact Mr. Ater (robertater@immanuelwi.org) or Ms. Stoll (susanstoll@immanuelwi.org) for
more information.

LIVING OUR FAITH QUESTIONS CONTINUES
First Sunday of each month from 6:00-7:00; Next class meets January 2
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87960644435
How do we know and trust God? What does it mean to be a disciple of Jesus Christ and show his love? How can we
devote ourselves to fellowship, prayer, and service? Join Ms. Larson on the first Sunday evening of each month from 6:00 to
7:00 to explore these questions (and more) in a new adult education offering, Living Our Faith Questions. We will explore
and reflect together on questions related to Reformed theology, the Bible, and what it means to be a member of Christ's
Church. This monthly offering will draw from the same materials being used for the current confirmation class. All are
welcome! Please contact Ms. Larson (teresalarson@immanuelwi.org, 414-276-4757) with questions.
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our god, our help in ages past

OUR HOPE
FOR YEARS TO COME
STEWARDHIP FOR 2022
THANK YOU!!! to our members and friends who have already pledged financial support for 2022. Our pledge goal is
$924,440; the current pledge total is $783,250. Every pledge matters, and we hope that every member will share in
supporting the life and ministry of Immanuel Church in 2022. If you have not yet made a pledge, please prayerfully
consider doing so.
A letter, summary budget, and individualized pledge forms were mailed in November; please call the office if you
would like more information or need a duplicate packet. Pledges may be submitted by return mail, placed in the offering
plate on Sunday morning, or you may call or email the Financial Administrator, Sarah Campbell at
finance@immanuelwi.org or 414-276-4757.

SPOTLIGHT ON MISSION
THE ALTERNATIVE CHRISTMAS MARKET is still “open”!
https://www.immanuelwi.org/acm2021
Thank you to all who attended the virtual Alternative Christmas Market! It was truly inspiring to hear about the
important work of our local mission partners, particularly in these pandemic days.
Did you miss the virtual event? All the details, including mail-order, an online ordering link, and a link to the
recording of the virtual event can be found at: https://www.immanuelwi.org/acm2021O Orders will accepted through
Christmas in the church office.

IMMANUEL TO FURNISH A REFUGEE HOME
Would you like to help?
In partnership with the Wisconsin Council of Churches and Lutheran Social Services, Immanuel’s Mission Committee is
making plans to furnish an apartment for an Afghan refugee family moving to the Milwaukee area this month. As a
process and plan for this project emerge, the committee will likely invite participation and support from the congregation.
If you’d like to help or have items that you think might be useful for this effort, please email Amy Penington in the church
office (ipc@immanuelwi.org) and watch for more details in the Sunday morning worship bulletins this month.

EASTSIDE SENIOR SERVICES
Holiday Gift Card Ministry
For many years, Immanuel has supported a gift-wrapping fundraiser for Eastside Senior Services (ESS). Due to the
pandemic, Eastside is organizing a holiday gift card program, instead, to bring a bit of holiday cheer and needed support to
the vulnerable older adults they serve. Want to help? Your monetary gift will be used to help provide a holiday greeting
and a grocery or pharmacy gift card to every ESS client served in 2021! Donations will be accepted through Monday,
December 13 by check (Eastside Senior Services, 2618 N. Hackett Avenue, Milwaukee, WI 53211) or online:
https://essmilw.org/ess-donations/, click on “I would like this donation to go to a specific fund” and select “holiday gift
card.”
Immanuel has been a longtime mission partner of ESS, a neighborhood program which helps older adults on
Milwaukee’s East Side continue to live independently and in their own homes. Immanuel member Connie Goggin serves
on the ESS board. Questions? Reach out to Ms. Goggin or contact ESS at 414-210-5881 or essmilw@gmail.com.
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WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS
The Session of Immanuel Presbyterian Church received eleven new members this fall. They will be welcomed during
morning worship on the Third Sunday of Advent, December 12.
By reaffirmation of faith . . .

By letter of transfer…

Ella Peterson has been worshiping at Immanuel with
her parents, Jim and Lynda Peterson, for the last few
years. A college student, she has enjoyed attending
“Monday Musicale” this fall when not at Yellowstone
National Park for her gap-year assignment. She was
baptized and confirmed Roman Catholic and has really
enjoyed the Presbyterian worship experience and the
opportunity she has found at Immanuel to ask questions
and grow in faith.

… from Calvary Presbyterian Church, San Francisco

David and Mikayla Symanzik-Stock found Immanuel
online during the height of the pandemic. They were
pleased, this summer, to be able to join the congregation
in the pew and are thrilled to become members. They
are both students and work part-time at the Milwaukee
Public Museum. David is a graduate student in art
history and Mikayla is doing student teaching in middle
school English. The Symanzik-Stock’s look forward to
opportunities to get more connected and to support
Immanuel’s mission of serving others.
Matt Weith is happy to be returning home to Immanuel!
He was an Immanuel member from 2010 to 2016 before
relocating to Chicago and is now back on the Eastside
with his wife Rebecca and their young son, George.
Matt is grateful for the warm welcome he has received
back in the Immanuel pews and looks forward to
sharing the congregation with his family. Mr. Weith is a
trust attorney.
By reaffirmation of faith and letter of transfer . . .
Benjamin Wimmer and Madalyn Davidson have been
worshiping at Immanuel for several months both online
and in-person. They are planning a wedding for August
2022 and have been looking for a church to join together.
Ben grew up Lutheran and Maddy is transferring her
membership from Westminster Presbyterian Church in
Clarinda, Iowa where she grew up. They’re grateful for
the warm, inclusive welcome they’ve found at
Immanuel during this unusual time and hope to grow in
faith and find ways “to give back,” in serving alongside
their new congregation.

Welcome!

Marilyn Minor has stayed connected to Immanuel since
relocating to California in 2004. A former Chancel Choir
member, she sung with the choir on multiple return
visits and stayed in touch with Immanuel friends over
the years. Marilyn loved participating in “Monday
Musicale” last year and credits that experience for
helping to encourage her to return to Milwaukee and
Immanuel this spring. She has enjoyed being back in the
pew and living in the neighborhood and looks forward
to singing in the choir again sometime soon!
… from Faith United Presbyterian Church, Monmouth, IL
Laura Bach lives in St. Francis with her husband Cory
and their infant daughter, Alexis.
A lifelong
Presbyterian, Laura values the presence of the church in
her life and the lifelong friendships nurtured in a
community of faith. She is grateful to have found
Immanuel and has enjoyed worshiping online with the
congregation this year. She looks forward to a baptism
in the New Year for Alexis and getting more connected
to the congregation and the Immanuel community.
… from St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Milwaukee
Janet Tallberg lives nearby and was re-introduced to
Immanuel by her neighbors, Jim and Barbara Flint. She
grew up Presbyterian and felt right at home at
Immanuel, back in her “Presbyterian roots.”
She
appreciates the meaningful worship and the size and
vibrancy of the congregation, particularly its service and
mission.
… from Wauwatosa Presbyterian Church
Carl and Jan Welle live in the neighborhood and were
members of Immanuel for many years before a work
relocation took them to Texas. They are grateful to have
found their way back to Immanuel and are pleased to
reconnect with the ministers and church friends. They
appreciate Immanuel’s commitment to mission and
service and shared that, “this place just feels like home!”

A MONTH OF SUNDAYS
DECEMBER 2021
December 12
10:00
10:30
5:00
7:00
December 19
10:00
10:30
6:30
7:00
7:30

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
NEW MEMBER WELCOME
Morning Worship; Dr. Block preaching
Church School – Peaceable Kingdom
Confirmation Class – Peaceable Kingdom
Advent Vespers and wreath-lighting at home

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Morning Worship; Ms. Larson preaching
Church School – Peaceable Kingdom
At-Home Tree Lighting and Christmas Story
Advent Vespers and wreath-lighting at home
Circle of Caring

CHRISTMAS EVE

December 24
5:00 &
8:00

Worship; “The Face of Jesus Christ” Dr. Block preaching
Scriptures, Carols, Candle lighting

December 25

CHRISTMAS MORNING

10:00

December 26
10:00

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
Morning Worship
Scriptures, Carols, Readings
Bring a bell to ring!

FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS
Morning Worship; Ms. Larson preaching
NEWS FROM THE PEWS

Born

Antos Loren Ostendorf, to Molly (and Shawn) Ostendorf, November 18.

Died

Robert Eisenbrown, November 13. Mr. Eisenbrown joined Immanuel Church in 2000. A memorial
service was held in the Sanctuary on November 20. Our prayers and sympathy are with the
Eisenbrown family that includes Bob’s spouse, Ann Pieper Eisenbrown and their children Jack and
Evie, and daughter Katie (Eisenbrown) Carlton and her family.

Moved

Sara Bauer
Kate and Tyler Derus
Jon Richards and Andrea Rowe-Richards
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Deborah Block, Teresa Larson, Sue Rennane
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The deadline for the December issue of the Tower Chimes is January 5.
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(414) 276-4757
ipc@immanuelwi.org
www.immanuelwi.org

@ImmanuelWI

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING
The Christmas Joy Offering has been a Presbyterian tradition since 1931.
It offers an opportunity to extend the joy of Christmas to those who have
special need of it. Your gift this year will provide financial assistance for
retired church workers with special needs for help and students of color at
schools and colleges related to the Presbyterian Church (USA).
Special Christmas Joy Offering envelopes are in the pews this Christmas
season.
For more information or to make your gift online, go to:
https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/offering/christmas-joy/or
https://www.immanuelwi.org/onlinegiving. You may also mail your gift to
the church office noting “Christmas Joy” in the memo line.
The Christmas Joy Offering will be dedicated on January 2.

