The First Sunday of Advent
For thus says the Lord:
Surely I know the plans
I have for you …
Plans for your welfare
and not for harm,
To give you a future with

Hope
Jeremiah 29:11

MORNING WORSHIP
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
November 27, 2022

Ten O’ Clock

PRELUDE Partita on “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You” Burkhardt
Welcome to our combined online and onsite worship service.
If you are worshiping from home today,
please have bread and juice at hand for the Service of Communion.
Worshipers in the Sanctuary are reminded to silence phones.

CHORAL INTROIT
THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
We light the first candle for HOPE.
CALL TO WORSHIP
Madeleine L’Engle
Leader:
“We are at a new beginning.
People:
The new year has started, for moving and growing.
Leader:
The child’s laugh within and through the adult tears,
in joy and incomprehension of the singing years,
pushes us into fresh life, new knowing.
People:
Here at the end of the year comes the year’s springing.
Leader:
The falling and melting snow meet in the stream
that flows with living waters and cleanses the dream.
People:
The reed breaks and endures
and sees the dove’s winging.
Leader:
Move into the year and the new time’s turning,
open and vulnerable and loving and steady.
People:
The stars are aflame; creation is ready.
Leader:
The day is at hand: the bright sun burns.”
* HYMN 104 O Lord, How Shall We Meet You

Valet Will Ich Dir Geben

* PRAYER OF CONFESSION
II Peter 3:8-13
Leader:
“With the Lord one day is like a thousand years,
And a thousand years are like one day.
______________________________________________
* Worshipers in the Sanctuary may stand, as able.
+ Worshipers may be shown to a pew.

People:
Leader:
People:
All:

The Lord is not slow about his promise…
but is patient with you,
wanting all to change their hearts and lives.
We must live holy and godly lives,
waiting for and hastening the coming day of God.
According to God’s promise,
we are waiting for a new heaven and a new earth,
where righteousness is at home.”
Eternal God, we come to this season longing for the
salvation it promises and the preparation it invites.
Keep us watchful for the dawning of hope;
keep us from the pressures that overtax our days and
the preoccupations that under-nourish our souls.
Forgive us the self-sufficiency that admits no need for
a Savior, the self-assurance that allows no room for
Your revelation, the self-deception that affirms no
need of Your grace. In Your patience and by Your power,
change our hearts and lives. In the name of the One
who comes to us; Amen.

* DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS
* THE PEACE
Leader: Since God has forgiven us in Christ,
let us forgive one another.
People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with us all.
* RESPONSE (the congregation sings)
On those who sit in darkness The sun begins to rise;
The dawning of forgiveness, The light that fills the skies.
God guides the feet of pilgrims Along the paths of peace,
O bless our God and Savior With songs that never cease.
+++ Latecomers may be seated following the response

GREETINGS AND INVITATIONS
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
THE SCRIPTURES Matthew 25:1-13
Leader:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(NT 28)

ANTHEM

Keep Your Lamps!

Spiritual; arr. Thomas

Keep your lamps trimmed and burning, the time is drawing nigh.
Children don’t get weary ‘til your work is done.
Christian, journey soon be over, the time is drawing nigh.
Mike Lorenz, conga drums

SILENT PRAYER, PASTORAL PRAYER
HYMN 92 (seated) While We Are Waiting, Come

Waiting

THE SCRIPTURES Jeremiah 29:4-11

(OT 731)

Leader:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

MEDITATION

“Advent Time”

* HYMN 357 The Days Are Surely Coming

Dr. Block
Llangloffan

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
THE WORSHIP OF GOD WITH OFFERINGS

(During the Offertory, please sign your name in the red Friendship Folder
as it comes to you in the pew. Pass the folder back to its starting place,
noting your neighbors. Please greet one another by name following the service.
Online worshipers, please click the Virtual Worship Sign-in link.)

OFFERTORY

Chorale Prelude on “Stuttgart”

Peeters

THE OFFERING OF BREAD AND WINE

Elders present the loaf and the cup in thanksgiving for God’s Word.

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE
Leader: Friends, this is the joyful feast of the people of God!
People: They will come from east and west,
and from north and south,
and sit at table in the kingdom of God.
Leader: This is the Lord’s Table. Our Savior invites those
who trust him to share the feast which he has prepared.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
Leader:
The Lord be with you.
People:
And also with you.
Leader:
Lift up your hearts.
People:
We lift them up to the Lord.
Leader:
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Children:
Why do we give thanks at this table?

People:

Leader:

We give thanks for sun and moon and stars;
For the earth and all its creatures;
For breath and life and all things good;
For steadfast promises and insistent possibilities;
For the day that is surely coming
when all things will be made new.
With all people and all creation, we sing God’s praise:

SANCTUS (all sing)
Holy, holy, holy, holy, God of power
and God of might.
Heav’n and earth are full of glory,
Praise we sing unto the heights.
Blessed is the One who cometh
in the holy name of God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Amen.
Leader:

People:

Children:
Leader:

People:
Children:

Tune: Stuttgart

All glory to You, O God,
for sending the promised Deliverer to Your people,
born of a woman as is every child,
yet born of God’s power as was no other child;
who lived among us full of grace and truth
and lives among us still.
We turn to Bethlehem to receive the gift of Your
own Self in human form, in humble places,
in our hearts. We give thanks for bread and wine
that sustains us for the journey
and light that guides our way.
What do we remember at this table?
We remember God’s gracious love for us,
Christ’s death and resurrection for us,
and the Spirit’s care and guidance for us.
And remembering, we offer ourselves and our gifts at this
table. Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died,
Christ has risen,
Christ will come again.
What do we ask at this table?

All:

O God, make us one.
Make us gentle, joyful, thankful people,
serving our neighbors and loving You.
Strengthen us at this table
to prepare the way of the Lord.

THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.
Amen.
BREAKING OF THE BREAD, BLESSING OF THE CUP
COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE

All are offered the bread and cup, regardless of age or understanding.
It is our practice to serve unfermented wine. Gluten-free bread is at the center of each tray.

COMMUNION ANTHEM Comfort, Comfort

arr. Ferguson

“Comfort, comfort now my people: Tell of peace!” so says our God.
Comfort those who sit in darkness Mourning under sorrow’s load.
To God’s people now proclaim That God’s pardon waits for them!
Tell them that their war is over; God will reign in peace forever!
For the herald’s voice is crying In the desert far and near, Calling us to true
repentance, Since the Kingdom now is here. O, that warning cry obey!
Now prepare for God a way! Let the valleys rise to meet him, And the hills bow down
to greet him! Straight shall be what long was crooked, And the rougher places plain!
Let your hearts be true and humble, As befits his holy reign!
For the glory of the Lord Now on earth is shed abroad,
And all flesh shall see the token That God’s word is never broken.

Jill Bewell, piccolo; Pasquale Laurino, violin;
Mike Lorenz, tambourine

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
* HYMN 673 Jesus, Light of Joy

Lauda Anima

* BENEDICTION
* CHORAL RESPONSE
* POSTLUDE

Savior of the Nations, Come

Manz

Following the postlude, an elder will be at the font to receive prayer requests.

The Advent wreath symbolizes the coming of the Light in Jesus Christ.
The Chancel flowers are given by Rick and Leslie Smart
to the glory of God and in celebration of their 54th wedding anniversary.
Welcome! All are invited to remain for coffee and refreshments in the Upper Room
at the Advent Workshop (invitation on next page!), hosted by the Church School
Committee.
If you are visiting Immanuel Church today, we welcome you to Milwaukee's
first church, marking its 185th anniversary this year. Today’s congregation of over
500 members comes from next door, neighborhoods throughout the city, and as
far north as Port Washington, as far south as Kenosha, and as far west as Summit.
Our livestream worship extends our community across the country. Committed
to “keeping faith in the city,” Immanuel supports the Interchange Food Pantry
and is active with Milwaukee Habitat for Humanity and Southeastern Wisconsin
Common Ground. Global mission projects reach to Zambia and Cuba. Worship
is our first priority and education is emphasized for all ages. Contact Associate
Pastor Rob Ater (robertater@immanuelwi.org) for more information and/or
membership details.
Nursery care for infants and toddlers is provided until noon. The Immanuel
Nursery is located on the lower level, to the right of the northeast staircase.
Elevator access is also available. There is also a “crying room” on the second
floor for parents who need an alternate space during the worship service.
Nursery care will be provided today until 11:15.
This morning children and youth will participate in the Service of Communion
and then enjoy learning activities at the Advent Workshop. The regular Church
School program will resume next Sunday. Click https://conta.cc/3EVTvcq to
read this week’s “Wednesday Grace” for more information about our Christian
education program. Contact Ms. Larson (teresalarson@immanuelwi.org) with
questions.

From the Covid-19 Advisory Team:
Covid infections are still among us and it’s the season of respiratory viruses and
flu. Masks are optional and continued masking is welcomed. We encourage
vaccinations and the latest boosters and ask that if you are experiencing symptoms,
please test and isolate as necessary. All members of the Immanuel staff, church
school teachers, choir members and other Sunday morning volunteers who interact
with you are fully vaccinated. If you have comments, concerns, or questions about
any of this, please contact one of the ministers or a member of the advisory team.
Thank you to this morning’s volunteers: Welcome Team – Kathy Brumder,
Lindsey McKee, and Victor Plantinga; Ushers –Mark Connelly, Steve Jacobs, Dick
Myers, and Jeff Stearns; Camera operator – Jim Peterson.

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS 2022
“PRACTICING ADVENT”
ADVENT WORKSHOP FOR ALL AGES
TODAY + following worship + Upper Room
The Advent Workshop returns to "normal" this year! All are invited to participate
in the Upper Room as we begin the season of Advent. Join in the activities or just
enjoy the seasonal refreshments and atmosphere. This year's workshop will focus
on faith practices related to the four themes of Advent: hope, peace, joy, and love.
Activities for all ages will practice each of these themes as you build an Advent
wreath for your home. Click here to sign up so that there are adequate supplies
and refreshments on hand: https://bit.ly/3Nsu6tv.
If you would like to make an Advent wreath, we will provide freshly cut greens
and cones from Crivitz and ask that you bring:
your metal wreath ring from previous years or $6.00 to purchase one
a $5.00 contribution per wreath for supplies (trims, four candles)
a pair of scissors and/or clippers, labeled with your name
a friend! (a wonderful opportunity to introduce friends to Immanuel Church!)
a contribution to the Christ Church Christmas Store (see below!)

ADVENT VESPERS
Lighting a candle for HOPE
This evening + 7:00-7:30 (online)

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83021195656
Sunday vesper services for Advent begin this evening and will be held on
December 4 and December 18*. All are invited to gather virtually for a time of
worship and reflections on the faith practices of the season. If you practice the
tradition of the Advent wreath in your home you may join others in lighting the
candles at this time. The order of service for each Sunday evening is included in
the Advent booklet. Pick one up today in the Upper Room! *On December 11, the
wreath will be lighted as part of the late afternoon program in the Sanctuary.

CHRIST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH TOY STORE
Gifts for a “love your neighbor” holiday tradition
Christ Presbyterian Church, located at 20th and Walnut Streets, will hold its annual
Toy Store event on Saturday, December 17. Each participating child’s household
(12 & under) will receive a Christmas gift box that will include a book, stuffed
animal, hat and mittens, a toy for each child, and a game for the whole family to
enjoy. Drop off contributions on weekdays at the church office or place them
under the Upper Room tree TODAY or next Sunday.

SING THE CAROLS, LIGHT THE TREE,
ENJOY THE HOSPITALITY OF THE HOLIDAY BUFFET
Sunday, December 11 at Four o’clock

The annual Christmas celebration returns this year on Sunday, December 11! The
event begins with carol singing in the Sanctuary at 4:00 p.m., moves to the Parlor for
the lighting of the tree and a story for the children; and then ascends to the Upper
Room for a holiday hors d’oeuvres and dessert buffet. Your “ticket” is the holiday
specialty of your kitchen for the hors d’oeuvres and dessert buffet.
A sign-up sheet is in the Upper Room today
or email the church office (ipc@immanuelwi.org).

ADVENT BIBLE STUDY
“The Gospel of Matthew:
Another way to and from Bethlehem”
It is our privilege to welcome again
internationally renowned Biblical scholar

Dr. Amy-Jill Levine
as our guest presenter
on two Wednesdays in Advent, December 7 and 14
7:00-8:15 p.m. (CT)
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86401887824
A special gift for Christmas! One of the foremost Biblical scholars of our day,
Amy-Jill Levine, will open the birth narrative in Matthew’s Gospel beyond
traditional Christian interpretations. Dr. Levine brings Jewish and feminist
perspectives to her teaching and numerous books. She was our guest presenter in
Lent for two sessions on Luke’s Passion narrative and has since then published her
latest book, Signs and Wonders: A Beginner’s Guide to the Miracles of Jesus (© 2022).

“All the generations from Abraham … to the Messiah …” Matthew 1:17

Who are these people in Jesus’ genealogy? Who are these women and what are they doing there?

“The young woman is with child…and shall name him Immanuel.” Isa. 7:14
How do Jews and Christians read this differently?

The Magi search for the child; Herod kills the children Matthew 2

Who were the Magi and what are they doing here? How do we heal from tragedy?

Amy-Jill Levine is Rabbi Stanley M. Kessler Distinguished Professor of
New Testament and Jewish Studies, Hartford International University for Religion
and Peace, University Professor of New Testament and Jewish Studies Emerita,
Mary Jane Werthan Professor of Jewish Studies Emerita, Professor of New
Testament Studies Emerita, Vanderbilt University.

ALTERNATIVE CHRISTMAS MARKET
THIS Wednesday, November 30 at 7:00 p.m. + online preview
NEXT Sunday, December 4 + 11:00 – 1:00 + in-person event
Sign up today to help host and provide refreshments!
The annual Alternative Christmas Market has been one of Immanuel Church’s
signature events since 1995. During the pandemic, the market successfully
transformed into a fully online event. This year, the in-person event will return
NEXT Sunday, December 4 after worship, preceded by a “Meet the Market”
online preview event THIS Wednesday evening, November 30 at 7:00 p.m. The
Mission Committee hopes that the two events will highlight what is most valued
about the market: the chance to learn about the agencies through 3-4 minute
agency updates at the online event and the in-person experience of the festive
“market” in the Upper Room, meeting agency representatives, selecting gifts and
cards, and enjoying camaraderie and holiday refreshments. An event packet was
emailed last Sunday afternoon with the Zoom link for Wednesday’s evening’s
online preview, agency descriptions, and a shopping list! Packets are also
available today on the Great Hall tables and in the Upper Room.
Enjoy a different way to do Christmas!

HOLIDAY FOOD DRIVE FOR INTERCHANGE
The Interchange Food Pantry needs our help this year to provide holiday dinners
for their guests. The pantry currently serves up to 4,000 guests per month, and
many can’t afford to put a holiday dinner on the table. With protein prices soaring
and its usual donation sources dried up after the pandemic, Interchange is
reaching out to member congregations, neighbors, and friends to support this
effort to provide a holiday dinner for 1,000 households. How you can help:

Donate to the “1,000 Turkeys and Hams Drive”
Every $25 donated provides a turkey or ham to feed a family of 4-6. To make a
tax-deductible donation, visit: https://www.gofundme.com/f/interchangefood-pantry-holiday-dinner-drive. Or, you can mail a check made out to
"Interchange" to the Immanuel Church Office or put one in the offering plate (write
"Holiday" on the memo line).

The following side dishes are also needed
for the “Seven Sides Drive”:
• Canned cranberry, green beans, mushroom soup, yams/sweet potatoes, pineapple;
• Jarred gravy
• Boxed/bagged stuffing
Items may be dropped off in either coat room.
Both drives will run until December 18. THANK YOU to the many Immanuel
friends who have already donated! 1,000 pounds of sides were donated by
Interchange congregations in time for Thanksgiving. The pantry will continue
to pick up “sides” donations on Monday mornings for weekly distribution to
pantry guests. Your donations are making a real difference this holiday season.

PUTTING FAITH TO WORK
Opportunities for Mission and Service
 The EASTSIDE SENIOR SERVICES (ESS) Gift Wrapping Project is BACK

this year at Boswell Book Store. Proceeds support the work of ESS, one of
Immanuel’s mission partners, which helps older adults in the East Side area
to remain independent and in their own homes. Volunteers are still needed
for one and a half or two hour shifts on December 12, 17, & 23. SIGN UP:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0C4BAEA729A4FD0-boswell
For more information or questions, contact Connie Goggin
(ccohan44@gmail.com).

 Immanuel Church is committed to its support of the CATHEDRAL CENTER
SHELTER by providing home-cooked meals once a month. Sign up for a
particular menu item; the food is prepared in your home, delivered to the
center, and served by the shelter staff. Volunteers to make meatloaf for 25
and green beans for 50 are still needed for December 6.
SIGN UP: https://bit.ly/3ykfpRR. Martha Mainland is the team leader. She
will contact the team for further instruction or support.

 On December 16, Immanuel will participate in the BAGGED DINNER

MINISTRY AT TIPPECANOE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH by providing 20
bagged dinners for Tippecanoe’s Divine Intervention ministry, a food and
encouragement ministry to the homeless in Milwaukee’s Bay View
neighborhood. Each dinner includes two meat and cheese sandwiches, chips,
fruit, a breakfast bar, cookies, and water. If you would like to contribute, sign
up by clicking the following link: https://bit.ly/3GxvadY or adding your
name to the sign-up sheet in the Great Hall.

 “Home for the Holidays” – Volunteer with other Immanuel members at an
Immanuel only “drywall work day” with MILWAUKEE HABITAT FOR
HUMANITY on Saturday, December 17 from 8:00 – 3:00 at 3251 N. 5th Street.
Register at: http://groups.mkehabitat.volunteerhub.com/events/index,
Use join code “Immanuel” when prompted. All levels of experience are
welcome! Volunteers must be 16 and older. If you have questions about
volunteering, contact Scott Silet (sasilet@gmail.com) or Rob Ater.

Take your place
in the church … in the world

STEWARDSHIP for 2023
The stewarding of God’s good gifts means taking our place in God’s household
and in God’s world. The Session and the Board of Trustees have unanimously
adopted a proposed budget for 2023 that reflects our commitments to mission,
staff support, worship, and education as well as the current economic realities of
reduced endowment fund income and increased costs. An increase in pledge
revenue has been set at 5%.
The pledge goal for 2023 is $970,662.
As of Wednesday, pledges for $567,894 have been received.
If you did not receive information and a pledge form, please contact Sarah
Campbell (finance@immanuelwi.org ). Extra pledge forms are on the Great Hall
tables.
SUNDAY MORNING PARKING: Worshipers may park behind another car in
the Waverly or Telluris/Brico (north) lots. PLEASE place a Sunday bulletin on
your dashboard with your name and cell phone number and move your car
immediately after worship.

WEEKLY CALENDAR AND UPCOMING EVENTS
TODAY

Monday
Wednesday

8:45
8:55
10:00
11:10
7:00
6:00
9:00
7:00

NEXT SUNDAY
10:00
11:00
7:00
December 7, 14 7:00
December 11

4:00

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Child Care for infants & toddlers - Nursery
Choir rehearsal
Morning Worship; Dr. Block preaching
Advent Workshop for all ages ~ Upper Room
Advent Vespers (virtual)
Choir rehearsal
Common Ground staff meeting ~ Conference Room
Alternative Christmas Market Online Preview Event
(virtual)
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Morning Worship; Dr. Block preaching
Alternative Christmas Market ~ Upper Room
Advent Vespers (virtual)
Dr. Amy-Jill Levine: “Matthew’s Birth Narrative:
Another Way to and from Bethlehem” (virtual)
Carols, tree lighting, holiday buffet

The Immanuel Columbarium is open today and every Sunday until noon.

YOUR OFFERING, here and afar
During the pandemic many members changed their method of giving.
Now that passing the offering plates has resumed, you may wish to observe this
ritual. Those who are worshiping at home or away may continue their giving by:
1.

Mailing a check to the church office:
1105 N. Waverly Place, Milwaukee, WI 53202.
Note in the memo line how you’d like the amount recorded (to your pledge
or another offering, like “Flower Donation.”)

2.

Going to our web site at

3.

Scanning this QR (“Quick Response”) code with
your smart phone camera. You’ll immediately be
connected to giving options on the Immanuel site.

4.

Texting 833-712-0259 (number for Immanuel giving
only). Enter the amount in a message bubble and you
will receive a registration link for payment
information. You will then receive a verification by
text and email. The next time you wish to make a gift, simply text that
number, enter the amount, and it will be automatically processed.

https://www.immanuelwi.org/onlinegiving

PATIENCE, PLEASE.
The Human Resources Committee is working to fill the Program and Office
Administrator position as soon as possible, seeking skills in information
technology management and communications. The church office will temporarily
be open from 8:30-3:30 on weekdays; the voicemail will be checked at 5:00 p.m.
The position description is available on our web site if you know of someone who
may qualify. https://www.immanuelwi.org/office-admin-position . It is the
church’s policy not to employ members.

Purple copies of this calendar
with Advent event descriptions is available today in the Upper Room.

Bulletins returned to the tables in the Narthex will be recycled.
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